Another difference from modern custom is that men, not women, were the innovators of fashion. It is with the styles and adornment of clothes and armor that this article is mainly concerned-a subject with so many facets that one can only touch lightly on it in the Bulletin.
This garment not only identified the wearer but was also in a sense a defense, for the insignia indicated the ransom which the knight could afford to pay for his life. When the knight's mail was removed a loose robe of cloth, the tunic, generally of wool, was worn. This robe, originally a sleeveless garment which was the chief article of clothing, was a survival from early times.
Not only were textiles used with the knight's armor; they also formed a colorful part of the horse equipment. This is illustrated in a rare document for the study of early military equipment, a small stone bas-relief of a Spanish chevalier in this Museum, which was formerly believed to come from the royal monastery at Poblet and which was evidently once painted. Here one can see the housings, or trappings, which pass over the horse's head and hang nearly to the hoofs. The knight is fully clad in banded mail, his hauberk extending down the thighs half way to the knees, and the legs and feet are encased in mail chausses. Over the mail is a surcoat, close-fitting but slashed at the skirts for the saddle. The modeling clearly shows that a heavily padded garment was present underneath the mail.
A striking feature of costume during the early centuries of the Middle Ages was the similarity in cut of the garments of men and women. This similarity disappeared in the fourteenth century, a period which saw the gradual transition in armor from mail to a complete defense of plate. The development of plate armor caused great changes in men's dress. As first the lower legs and then the thighs were encased in plate, the surcoat was shortened.
(Particularly foppish knights used to have the long surcoats dagged, a piece of vanity which cost the English knight Sir John Chandos his life, for he stumbled over the points, fell, and
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